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“Across generations this enthusiastically narrated 
story will inspire readers who seek to live 
purposefully and create value. From 35 years of 
continuous learning and personal development in 
corporate and philanthropic endeavors, Tya shares 
her insights in a framework that is personal and 
instructional in its life experiences, and 
appropriately applies well-sourced academic 
references to reinforce her messages. The govern, 
strategize and challenge lenses take us on a 
transformative journey that teaches success starts 
with leadership from the top, a forward-looking 
mindset, and requires learning how to move 
beyond conflict to create value that is meaningful 
for all participants. For more than a decade, I’ve 
enjoyed how Tya inspires and engages 
stakeholders toward positive results in all three of 
these powerful domains. 

Laurel Tahija
Commissioner, PT Melintas Cakrawala Indonesia

“Tya taught us not to rely fully on instinct and trust 
alone because we had a responsibility to the 
communities we were involved with and donors who 
supported us through Sokola. We needed a 
mechanism that we could logically explain and be 
held accountable for, a strategy to ensure our 
programs were meaningful and sustainable. One 
point I distinctly remember she made: “Competency 
is not more important than character. Someone is 
almost always hired because of their capabilities but 
is more often fired because of a lapse in integrity. So 
trust is important, but it must be coupled with 
measurable indicators of performance.” Sokola
continued to grow reaching 14 programs in 11 
provinces throughout Indonesia, reaching 10,500 
people. We would always remember her words,  
“Results matter. And you must be able to tell your 
stakeholders what you have accomplished.” 

Butet Manurung
Director, Sokola Institute
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